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Genetically Modified Cropsand Their Rolein Agricultural Development

Mohamed O. Khidir *

Summary

Although Genetic Engineering was born in the early 1970s, it took nearly quarter of a century for
genetically engineered crop varieties to be grown on commercia scale. The genetic modificationsin-
cluded herbicide tolerance, resistance to pests and diseases and quality improvement.

The area under genetically modified crops (GMCs) increased from 1.7 million hectaresin 1996 to
nearly 60 in 2002 and to about 80 in 2004.

More than 95% of this areais found in four countries; namely, USA, Argentine, Canada and Chi-
na. Soybean tops the list of GMCs, followed by maize, cotton and rapeseed (canola) .

Some scientists and many consumer organizations expressed fears of the potential negative effects
of GMCs on the environment, human health and biodiversity.
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