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Protection of Intellectual Property Rightsfor Biotechnology Products

Mohamed Eid A. Mageed *

Summary

Biotechnology is a knowledge based tool to be used to develop or change the genetic make-up of animal, in-
sect, plant and microbes. As a result of using these tools, a long list of new innovative biotechnologica outputs
have been developed and introduced to the market. Developed countries with its advanced technological capabil-
ities are able to make use and benefit from WTO (TRIPs) agreement and to convert those innovative biotechnolog-
ical outputs into high value products. Such innovations required investment in human resources; fostering R&D
activities and exclusive protection to alow for rewarding the developer to enable him develop more products.
Such exclusive rights have been challenged during the Doha Round of WTO negotiation (2001) and modified to
be ignored during emergency situation. There are also different mechanisms available to developing countries to
use protected technologies for research under certain terms. For new plant varieties, most countries have decided
not to use the patent system for protection but use other available proceduresin order to allow for further biotech-
nological innovation without restriction. Besides WTO (TRIPs) agreement new convention and treaty have been
ratified to balance the breeder rights by farmers rights and patent exclusive rights by benefit sharing as well asin-
tellectual property rights by local communities rights.
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