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Energy and Biofuel and their Impact on Arab Food Security

Nasri Haddad *

Summary

The food crisis that was observed in the last few years was a result of several factors one important factor of these is
the biofuel production from the major food crops such as corn, rice, wheat, sugar beets, soybeans and others. Several
countries now provide incentives and have plans to extend the production of biofuel including the USA, Brazil, India,
China and the EU. The new development will have negative impact on the Arab food security, since the Arab countries
are net importers of the magjor food commodities and their food gap is increasing year after year. Moreover, most of the
Arab countries, except for the oil producing countries and countries with rich agricultural resources will be unable to pur-
chase their food needs with its high prices and scarcity in the international markets. The Arab countries need to work in
reducing the food gap by expanding and improving the productivity of food crops through the introduction of advanced
technologies, and to encourage investments in the agriculture sector, and encourage trades among Arab countries, im-
prove the productivity of poor resource farmers, and provide the needed incentives and develop the enabling policies that
will enhance sustainable resource utilization. Arab countries also need to observe the development in biofuel production,
specialy the second generation, and according to countries comparative advantages start to get engage in thisfield.

1 professor, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Jordan, P.O. Box 3776 Amman 11821 Jordan.
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