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Inter-Arab Trade of Agricultural Products Within the Framework of Interna-
tional Competitiveness

Mohammed S. El-Habbab *

Summary

This study aims AT identify the progress of joint Arab action in the area of agricultural trade exchange and internal
and external factors that hinder its progress and provide suggestions to promote it. The Greater Arab Free Trade Area
(GAFTA) is the most important economic achievements at the level of joint Arab action. Despite the increase in bilateral
trade in agricultural products between Arab countries during the period that followed the establishment of GAFTA, still
those levels have not reached the patented to establish a common Arab Market (next phase). The reasons for this weak-
ness are cases of multiple differences in the orientation of most important Arab political systems, differences in economic
structures of Arab States. In addition imported goods are in some Arab countries need import licenses under different ti-
tles, and the absence of detailed rules of origin for Arab products.

Globalization and liberalization of world trade have positive and negative effects on the Arab countries; the negative
effects include high prices of imported goods, knowing that the trade balance in agricultural products is negative for the
Arab States (imports are greater than exports), and that the ownership rights leads to arise in production costs, thereby re-
ducing competition from goods produced in the Arab countries.

The study presented a set of recommendations to promote bilateral and intro Arab agricultural trade and to counter the
negative aspects of globalization and liberalization of world trade.

1 Professor of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Jordan, P.O. Box 13377 Amman, Jordan.
Tel-Fax: 00962530041. E-Mail: samirhabbab@gmail.com
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