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Food Crisisand its Socioeconomic I mpact: Towards Reducing the Food Gap in the
Arab Countries

Kamil H. Shideed?*

Summar

_ Food prices started to increase gradualg in 2007 and sharply in year 2008, resulting in doublin9 the prices of wheat and rice. Likewise,
prices of corn and soybeansincreased by 50%, whereas the pricés of food legumesincreased by 75%.
~ There are many reasons explaining the increasesin fooc
increase in transitional economies (Brazil, China, and Indi
sharp increase in oil_prices. . " o )

_All Arab countries, except Syria, are classifies as food deficit. Imports accounts for more than 50% of the food supply, making the Arab

region the most import dependent among &ll developing countries. As aresult, the Arab region has become more sensitive to food crisis as a
result of increased dependence on international markets to feed its population. This can be clearly shown in increased food gap of wheat
from 14.6 million tons in 1995 to 40.3 million tonsin 2007, reducing the self-sufficiency ration from 52% to 36%. )

Increased grain prices resulted in increasing the proportion of income spent on this commaodity group by 32% and thus increased the
number of poor below the poverty line. The second important impact is the increase in the costs of food iImports and government subsidy.
For example, food subsidy in Syriaand Yemen increased to 11% of the GDP in 2007/2008. Similarly, the cost of food subsidy accountéd
for 9% and 6% of the GDP in Egypt and Morocco, respectively. ] o o )

Enhancing the food security requires four interrelated strategies including, continuation of research institutions to develop improved
technologies to increase crop productivity and water use efficiency; establishing national strategies for sustainable agricultural development
with clear ta;ge_ts; investing more long-term funding in agricultural research and extension by governments and international development
agenci e?; enabling policy environment and incentives to encourage farmers to adopt new technologies and invest in rainfed, high-risk envi-
ronments.

Increased public investments in agricultural research will provide ample opportunities to enhance food security in the region. There are
/sa\eva%ral viable options that ICARDA and the national agricultural research systems would pursue in contributing to food-secure future in the

rab region.

rices including, severe drought occurred in cereal exporting countries, demand
, use of crops for bio-fuel production, changes in consumer preferences, and
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